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Concur wi th recommendation 

This Environmental Threshold Decision amends the above referenced ETDs to extend the 
implementation period of SO 2 through September 13,2014 to allow for a smooth 
transition into the implementation of projects under the new Country Development 
Cooperation Strategy (CDeS). There is no additionallife-of-activity funding for the 
extension. All threshold decisions and conditions specified in previous amendments 
remain valid through the extension. 

The current ETOs for S02 activities are repeated below: 

A Categorical Exclusion is issued to those activities involving technical assistance, 
trai ni ng, analyses, studies, workshops, document transfers. and others that will not have 
an impact on the environment. App licable sect ions of to 22 CFR 216.2(c)(2)(i) include: 

(i) Educat ion, techn ical assistance, or training programs except to the extent 
such programs include activities direclly affecting the environment (such as 
construction of facilities, etc.); 

(xiv) Studies, projects or programs intended to develop the capability of recipient 
countries to engage in development planning, except to the extent designed 
to result in activities directly affecting the environment (such as 
construction of facilities, etc.); and 

Negative Determination was issued to "Protecting our Investments - Department of the 
Interior/USAID PAPA" act ivities such as watershed mapping and resources assessments, 
flow monitoring equipment and installation, and water quality monitoring resources. 

Negative Determination with Conditions was issued to Intermediate Result 1 (Laws, 
Policies, and Regulations that Promote Trade and Investment) activities that promote a 
change in land use or land use policy, for activities under lR2 (More Competitive, 
Market-Oriented Private Enterprises), and for microfinance activities under IR3. Specific 
conditions for each of these activities are within the respective lEE amendments and are 
consolidated within a matrix in the LAC-IEE-09-71. 

A Negative Determination with Conditions was issued to the new small-scale 
infrastructure components of the Economic Growth program. 
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A Negative Determination with Conditions, pursuant to 22 eFR 216.3 (a) (3) (iii), was 
issued to the Maya Biosphere Reserve 001 Program for the building, installation, or 
refurbishing of various fonns of small-scale infrastructure, pursuant to the following 
conditions: 

• Implementing partners shall follow USAIO's "Environmental Guidelines for 
Development of Activities in Latin America and the Caribbean". This document is 
available at the following website: 
hnp://transition.usaid.govlJocationsl1atin amenca caribbeanlenvironrnentldocslepig/e 
pig.html 

• Upon identification ofsile-specific actions, the implementing partner shall develop an 
Environmental Mitigation Plan (EM P) using the format found in appendix A of the 
LAC-IEE-l 1- I 3 that outlines possible on-site environmental issues, describes specific 
actions being taken to mitigate these impacts, and presents the monitoring 
methods that will be used to determine the elfectiveness of the mitigation 
measures. Thi s EMP will be submitted to the Agreements Officer Representative 
(AOR) and the Mission Activity Manager for approval by the Mission Environmental 
Officer (MEO) prior to implementation. In addition, the implementing partner must 
comply witb host country environmental regulations and obtain all required pennits 
from the appropriate host country officials. In case of conflict between host country 
and USAID regulations, the more stringen t regulations will apply. Regular reporting 
by the implementing partner to the AOR will include a section on environmental 
compliance. 

A Categorical Exclusion was issued to those activities involving technical assistance, 
training, analyses, studies, workshops, document transfers, and others that will not have 
an impact on the environment such as actions listed under LAC-lEE-I 1-69, Activity 1, 
Promoting Food Security and Trade Integration through Sanitary and Phytosani tary 
Standards (SPS) and other Agriculture-related Capacity building, portions of Activity 2, 
Rural Value C hains Activity (RVC), Activity 4, New Environment Activity (Climate, 
Nature and Communi ties in Guatemala), Activity 8 Economic Observatory, and 
Act ivity 9, Monitoring and Evaluation. Applicable sections of 22 CFR 216.2(c) (2) 
include: 

(i) Education, technicaJ assistance, or training programs except to the extent 
such programs include activities directly affecting the environment (such as 
construction of facilities, etc.); 

(xiv) Studies, projects or programs intended to develop the capability of recipient 
countries to engage in development planning, except to the extent designed 
to result in activities directly affecting the environment (such as 
construction of facilities, etc.) 

A Categorical Exclusion was issued to the LAC-lEE-I 1-69, Activity 3. "Enhance 
Scientific Capacity at Guatcmalan Institutions for Long-Term Monitoring and 
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Restoration Efforts at Lake Atitian-Ullitios por 1111 Lago Atit/all Vivo" since the 
chemicals to be used for research wi ll be stored, utilized, and disposed of entirely at the 
Universidad del Valle ' s research lab in a proper way. The applicable section of22 eFR 
216.2(c)(2) is: 

(ii ) Contro lled experimentation exclusively for the purpose of research and field 
education which arc confined to small areas and carefully monitored; 

A Negative Determination with Conditions was issued to the small-scale infrastructure, 
and water and sanitation activities of ongoing activities of Activity 4, New Environment 
Activity, and Activity 7 Consolidation and Sustainability of the Resettlement Process 
of families affected by Tropical Storm Stan. An EMP will be required for these 
activities as described below. 

• The Negative Detennination with Conditions requires that the implementing partners 
prepare an EMP describing how they will, in specific tenns. implement mitigation 
measures and standard design criteria that will significantly reduce or eliminate 
potential adverse impacts on the environment that may occur as a result of their 
activities. The EMP shall include a plan to monitor the implementation of mitigation 
measures and their effectiveness. This EMP will be integrated into the initial and 
subsequent work plans, making any necessary adjustments to activity implementation 
in order to minimize adverse impacts to the environment. EMPs shall be submitted to 
the AORICOR and approved by the REA prior to initiating the activity. Language 
reflecting this condition will be included in all agreements and contracts for 
implementing these components. Guidance on preparation of the EMP will be 
provided to the contractor as part of the Request for Proposals. The EMP guidel ines 
are attached to this lEE. 

• Implementing partners shall incorporate appropriate sections ofUSAJD's 
"Environmental Guidelines for Development of Activities in Latin America and the 
Caribbean." into their EMPs. This document is available at the following website: 
http://transition.usaid.govnocationsflatin amenca caribbean/environmentldocs/epig/e 
pig.html 

• A condition precedent for activities that have a Negative Determination with 
Conditions and Positive Detenninations is that the Mission hires a qualified deputy 
Mission Environmental Officer (MEO) to meet its environmental compliance needs 
for implementing these new and ongoing activit ies. The Mission will need the 
additional support to be able accomplish its Economic Grow1h program in a way that 
is environmentally compliant and sustainable. It is essential that the Mission have the 
capacity to do field inspections and monitoring, adaptive management, evaluations, 
training and orientation of partners, and other duties outlined in USAID/Guatemala's 
Mission Order. The deputy MEO should be hired before implementation of new 
activities or within 90 days of the signing of this Environmental Threshold Decision. 
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• All major implementing partners of act ivities that have issued a Negative 
Determination with Conditions or a Positive Detennination will have a quali fied 
environmental compliance experts and the management capacity for carrying out 
these conditions and EA recommendations. 

A Negative Determination with Conditions was issued to LAC-IEE-II-69, Activity 5, 
Sustainable Forest Management DCA Loan Guarantee for Community-Based 
Forestry Enterprises, and activity 6, Food Security DCA, because of the connection 
with agricultural and forest management activ ities, subject to the following conditions: 

• Activities 5 and 6 will include training of the credit institutions in environmental 
impact awareness and sustainability, and will provide the credit institutions with the 
USAID/LAC Envirorunental Guidelines, espec ially Chapter 4, Environmenlal Issues 
and Besl Practices/or Microjinance Inslitulions and Micro and Small-Scale 
Enlerprises, and other appropriate envirorunenta l guidelines related to the loan 
portfolio, including the Mission ' s Environmental Assessments on forestry and 
agricultural activities, to share them with loan recipients. 

• Activities 5 and 6 will ensure that all participating credit institutions have establi shed 
environmental review procedures for loan app li cations, using the materials mentioned 
above include as appropriate to their lending portfolios. 

A Negative Determination with Conditions to the Rural Value Chains Activity 
(RVCP), for which a deferral had been previously issued under LAC-lEE-11-69. 
Conditions include: 

• The RVCP will follow the attached Annex I to LAC-IEE-12-II, Evaluation of the 
Potential Environmental Impacts of the RVCP Activities (Evaluadon de los Impaclos 
Ambientales POleneiales de las AClividades de RVCP). 

• All Coffee and horticultural small-scale producers supported under the Rural Value 
Chains program will be trained and will implement good agricultural practices to 
comply with international market standards and will comply with international 
cert ifications such as GlobalGAP or simi lar standards. 

• RVCP will develop standards for water discharge from wet coffee processing, and 
appropriate techno logy and des ign guide lines (such as biogas digesters and 
oxygenation ponds) will be developed to effective ly treat discharge water. 

• RVCP activities will follow the recommendations ofUSAlD/Guatemala's Pesticide 
Evaluation Report and Safe Use Action Plan (PERSUAP), which was approved 
through LAC-IEE- 12-41 dated August 15, 2012. 

• Appropriate environmental guide li nes and/or mitigation measures have to be 
developed for activ ities with negative determination with conditions. The Recipient 
shall follow USAID's "Environmental Guidelines for Development of Activities in 
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Latin America and the Caribbean", especially Chapter 2 regarding small-scale 
infrastructure, to identify mitigation measures. This document is avai lable at the 
fo llowing website: 

o hnp:l/transition.usaid.goy/locations/latin america caribbeanlenvironmenti 
docs/epig/epig.html 

Upon identification of site-specific actions, the recipient shall develop an EMP to be 
submitted to the AOR for approval by the Mission Environmental Officer (MEO) and 
Regional Environmental Advisor (REA) prior to implementation (See the fo llowing 
links for guidance on EMP development and implementation 

o hnp:! Itransition. usaid.gov/gt/docsJemp format-pdf (Eng li sh version) 
o hnp:/ltransition.usaid.gov/gt/espano\/docs/emp formal spanish.pdf 

(Spanish version). 

• USAIO/Guatemaia will conduct an environmenta l compliance audit of RVCP 
act ivities, the SOW of which will be developed in consultation with the MEO and 
REA, and be completed after one year of implementation (ala February 2013). Audit 
recommendations will be incorporated into subsequent work plans of all 
implementers. 

A Positive Determination was issued to all activities involv ing pesticide purchase or 
use, including pesticide purchase or use for Post-S tan reconstruction train ing acti vities. 

A Positive Determination was issued to the Strengthening Governance in the Maya 
Biosphere Reserve 001 Program, pursuant to 22 CFR 216.3 (a) (2) (i ii), is recommended 
for all land use and recovery activities related to community forestry concessions. As 
such, an Environmental Assessment devetoped and approved by the LAC Bureau 
Environmental Officer in accordance wi th 22 CFR 216.6 wil l be required prior to 
initiation of these forest management act ivities. 

A Deferral was issued to all activities involving pesticide purchase or usc, including 
training for IR2 act ivities, for all activit ies associated with construction of new housing 
developments and associated infrastructure, and fo r the forestry activit ies contemplated in 
the western highlands. 

Responsibilities 

• Each activity manager or Contracting (or Agreement) Officer Representative 
(CORIAOR) is responsible fo r making sure environmental conditions are met (ADS 
204.3.4) . In add ition, CORIAORs are responsible for ensuring that appropriate 
environmental guide lines are followed, mitigation measures in the lEE are funded and 
implemented, and that adequate monitoring and evaluation protocols are in place to 
ensure implementat ion of mitigation measures. 
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Copy to: 

Copy to: 

Copy to: 

LAC-IEE-12-71 

Paul Schmidtke, Regional Environmental 
Advisor, USAIDIEI Salvador 

Nancy Eslick, Ju lie Ciccarone 
LAC/CAM 

Tracy Quilter, LAC/RSD 

lEE Fi le 

Attachment: Initial Environmental Examination 

File: LAC .RSD.PUB\RSDPUBlENV\Reg216~EE\IEEI2\ LAC-IEE-12-71 ETD (GU -
SO 2 Amend 13 ofLAC-IEE-04-46, 06-09, 06-42. 07-35, 07-52, 08-12, 08-54,09-71 , 
1O-77, II-I3.II-69, 12-11).doc 
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LAC-I EE-12-71 

~"USAID ~ FROM THE AMERICAN PEOPLE 

AMENDMENT No. 13 to 
INITIAL ENVIRONMENTAL EXAMINATION LAC-IEE-04-46 

Activity Location: 

Objective: 

Activity Number: 

Funding Source: 

Funding: 

Duration : 

lEE Prepared by: 

Reference ETOs: 
(Original) 

Guatemala 

Economic Growth 

520-0436 

DA, ESF 

$115 million 

FY 2004 - FY 2014 

Liliana Gil , USAID/Guatemaia 

LAC-IEE-04-46 

LAC-IEE-06-09 (Fires) 
LAC-IEE-06-42 (Posl-Slan) 
LAC-I EE-07-35 (Biodiesel) 
LAC-IEE-07-52 (Tourism, Foreslry and Ag) 
LAC-IEE-08-12 (Disperse Houses-Stan) 
LAC-IEE-08-46 (Protecting our 
Investments. DOIIUSAJD PAPA) 

LAC-lEE 08-54 (Economic Growth fund 
increase and period extension) 

LAC-IEE-09-71 (Economic Growth fund 
increase. period extension and new 
infrastructure component) 

LAC-IEE-IO-77(Economic Growth fund 
Increase and period extension) 

LAC-IEE-II-J3 (Strengthening Governance 
in the Maya Biosphere Reserve) 

LAC-lEE- I 1-69 (Economic Growth fund 
Increase and period extension) 
LAC-IEE-12-11 (Rural Value Chains 
Activity (RVC)) 
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LAC-IEE-I2-71 

Date Prepared: August 14, 2012 

Recommended Threshold Decision: -Categorical Exclusion 
-Negative Determination 
-Negative Dctcnnination with Conditions 
-Positive Detennination 
-Deferra l 

I. Background 
3. Previous ETD's 

On August 2, 2004, the Bureau Environmental Orficer for Latin America and the 
Caribbean issued LAC-IEE-04-46 for USAID-Guatemala activities to be implemented 
under the Economic Freedom: An Open, Diversified, Expanding Economy Objective 
(fonnally nwnbered as 520-022) subsequently amended through LAC-IEE-06-09 for 
fo rest fires activities, LAC-IEE-06-42 for Post-Stan Reconstruction ($6 million), LAC­
IEE-07-35 for biodiesel activities, LAC-IEE-07-S2 for Tourism, Forestry and 
Agri cultural Clusters, LAC-IEE-08-12 for disperse housing under the Post-Stan 
reconstruction activity. LAC-IEE-08-46 for Protecting our Investments, DOI/USAID 
PAPA, LAC-lEE 08-54 to increase the funding amount fTom $25.8 million to $50 
million and extend the Life-of-Activities through FY 2010, LAC-IEE-09-71 to increase 
the fund ing amount from $50 to $58 million to include expected funding levels through 
FY 2009 and to add a new component regarding smal l-scale infrastructure, LAC-IEE-IO-
77 to (I) increase the funding amount from $58 million to $80 million for activ ities to be 
implemented under the EG Objective, which includes the initial planning of the Feed the 
Future Initiative that align very well with previous years ' act ivities under the SO; and, (2) 
extended the li fe-of-act ivity implementation period through FY 201 J: LAC-l EE-I 1-13 
fo r Strengthening Governance in the Maya Biosphere Reserve (MBR) Program, LAC­
IEE-I 1-69 to increase funding amount from $80 million to $115 million and extend the 
life-of-activity implementation period through FY 2012 and LAC·IEE-12-11 for Rural 
Value Chains Activity, Economic Growth. 

These ETD's covcr activities for $1 15 million for the period FY 2004-FY 2012 and 
included the following threshold decisions: 

A Categorical Exclusion to those activities involving technical assistance, training, 
analyses, studies, workshops, document transfers, and others that will not have an impact 
on the environment . Applicable sections of to 22 CFR 216.2(c)(2)(i) include: 

(i) Education, technical ass istance, or training programs except to the extent such 
programs include activities directly affecting the environment (such as construction 
of facilities, etc.); 

(xiv) Studies, projects or programs intended to develop the capability of recipient 
countries to engage in development planning, exccpt to the extent designed to result 
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in activities directly affecting the environment (such as construction of facilities, 
etc.); and 

Negative Determ ination to "Protecting our Investments - Department of the 
InteriorlUSAID PAPA" activities such as watershed mapping and resources assessments, 
flow monitoring equipment and installation, and water quality monitoring resources. 

Negative Determination with Conditions for Intermediate Result 1 (Laws, Policies, and 
Regulations that Promote Trade and Investment) activities that promote a change in Jand 
usc or land usc policy, for activities under IR2 (More Competitive, Market-Oriented 
Private Enterprises), and for microfinance act ivities under IR3. Specific conditions for 
each of these activities arc within the respective lEE amendments and are consolidated 
within a matrix in the LAC-IEE-09-71. 

A Negative Determination with Conditions for the new small-scale infrastructure 
components of the Economic Growth program. 

A Negative Determination with Conditions, pursuant to 22 CFR 216.3 (a) (3) (iii) for 
the Maya Biosphere Reserve 001 Program for the building, installation, or refurbishing 
of various forms of small-scale infrastructure, pursuant to the following conditions: 

• Implementing partners shall follow USAID's "Environmental Guidelines for 
Development of Activities in Latin America and the Caribbean". This document is 
available at the following website: 
http://transition.usaid.govllocationsllatin amenca caribbean/environment/docsJepig/e 
piq.html 

• Upon identification of site-specific actions, the implementing partner shall develop an 
Environmental Mitigation Plan (EMP) using the format found in appendix A of the 
LAC-IEE-I 1-13 that outlines possible on-site environmental issues, describes specific 
actions being taken to mitigate these impacts, and presents the monitoring 
methods that will be used to detennine the effectiveness of the mitigation 
measures. This EMP will be submitted to the Agreements Officer Representative 
(AOR) and the Mission Activity Manager for approval by the Mission Environmental 
Officer (MEG) prior to implementation. In addition, the implementing partner must 
comply with host country environmental regulations and obtain all required permits 
from the appropriate host country officials. In case of conflict between host country 
and USAID regulations, the more stringent regulations will apply. Regular reporting 
by the implementing partner to the AOR will include a section on environmental 
compliance. 

A Categorical Exclusion is issued to those activities involving technical assistance, 
training, analyses, studies, workshops, document transfers, and others that will not have 
an impact on the environment such as actions listed under LAC-lEE-I 1-69, Activity I, 
Promoting Food Security and Trade Integration through Sanitary and Phytosanitary 
Standards (SPS) and other Agriculture-related Capacity building, portions of Activity 2, 
Rural Value Chains Activity (RVC). Activity 4, New Environment Activity (Climate, 
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Nature and Communities in Guatemala), Act ivity 8 Economic O bserva tory, and 
Activity 9, Monitoring and E,'alaation. Applicable sections of22 CFR 216,2(c) (2) 
include: 

(i) Education, technical assistance, or training programs except to the extent such 
programs include activities directly affecting the environment (such as construction 
of facilit ies, etc.); 

(xiv) Studies, projects or programs intended to deve lop the capability of recipient 
countries to engage in development planning. except to the extent designed to result 
in activities directly affecting the environment (such as construction of facilities, 
etc,) 

A Categorical Exclusion was issued to the LAC-IEE-I 1-69, Activity 3. "Enhance 
Scientific Capacity at Guatemalan Institutions for Long-Term Monitoring and 
Restoration Efforts at Lake Atitlan-U"idos por lUI Lago A tit/all Vivo" since the 
chemicals to be used for research wi ll be stored, utilized, and disposed of enti rely at the 
Universidad de l Valle's research lab in a proper way. The app licable section of22 CFR 
216,2(c)(2) is: 

(ii) Control led experimentation exclusively fo r the purpose of research and fie ld education 
wh ich are confined to small areas and carefully moni tored; 

A Negative Determina tion with Conditions was issued to the small-sca le infrastructure, 
and water and sanitation activities of ongoing activit ies of Activity 4, New Environment 
Activity, and Activity 7 Consolidation and Sustainabiiity of the Resettlement Process 
of families a ffected by Tropical Sto r m Stan. An EMP wi ll be required for these 
activities as described below. 

• The Negative Determination with Conditions requires that the implementing 
partners prepare an EMP describing how they will, in specific tenns, implement 
mitigation measures and standard design criteria that will significantly reduce or 
eliminate potential adverse impacts on the environment that may occur as a result 
of their activities. The EMP shall include a plan to monitor the implementation 
of mitigation measures and their effectiveness . This EMP will be integrated into 
the initial and subsequent work plans, making any necessary adjustments to 
activity implementation in order to minimize adverse impacts to the 
environment. EMPs shall be submitted to the AORICOR and approved by the 
REA prior to initiating the activity. Language reflecting this condition will be 
included in all agreements and contracts for implement ing these components. 
Guidance on preparation of the EMP will be provided to the contractor as part of 
the Request for Proposals. The EMP guidelines are attached to this lEE. 

• Implementing partners shall incorporate appropriate sections of US AID's 
··Envirorunental Guidelines for Development of Act ivities in Latin America and 
the Caribbean.'· into their EMPs. This document is available at the fo llowing 
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website: 
http://transition.usaid.govllocationsliatin amerIca caribbeanlenviroruncnt/docs/ep 
ig/epig.html 

• A condition precedent for activities that have a Negative Detennination with 
Conditions and Positive Determinations is that the Mission hires a qualified 
deputy Mission Environmental Officer (MEO) to meet its environmental 
compliance needs for implementing these new and ongoing activities. The 
Miss ion will need the additional support to be able accomplish its Economic 
Growth program in a way that is envirorunenta ll y compliant and sustainable. 
It is essential that the Mission have the capacity to do field inspections and 
monitoring, adaptive management, evaluations, training and orientation of 
partners, and other duties outlined in USAID/Guatemala 's Mission Order. 
The deputy MEO should be hired before implementation of new activities or 
within 90 days of the signing of this Environmental Threshold Decision. 

• All major implementing partners of activities that have issued a Negative 
Detennination with Conditions or a Positive Detennination will have a 
qualified environmental compliance experts and the management capacity for 
carrying out these conditions and EA recommendations. 

A Negative Determination with Conditions was issued to LAC-IEE-11-69, Activity 5, 
Sustainable Forest Management DCA Loan Guarantee for Community-Based 
Forestry Enterprises, and activity 6, Food Security DCA, because of the connection 
with agricultural and forest management activit ies, subject to the following conditions: 

• Activities 5 and 6 will include training of the credit institutions in environmental 
impact awareness and sustainability, and will provide the credit institutions with 
the USAID/LAC Environmental Guidelines, especially Chapter 4, Environmental 
Issues and Best Practices/or Microjinance Instilutions and Micro and Small­
Scale Enterprises, and other appropriate environmental guidelines related to the 
loan portfolio, including the Mission's Environmental Assessments on forestry 
and agricultural activities, to share them with loan recipients . 

• Activities 5 and 6 wi ll ensure that all participating credit institutions have 
established environmenta l review procedures for loan applications, using the 
materials mentioned above include as appropriate to their lending portfolios. 

A Negative Determination with Conditions to the Rural Value Chains Activity 
(RVCP), for which a deferral had been previously issued under LAC-lEE-I 1-69. 
Conditions include: 

• The RVCP will follow the attached Annex I to LAC-IEE-12-1 I , Evaluation of the 
Potential Envirorunental lmpacts of the RVep Activities (Evaluaci6n de los 
fmpaclos AmbienJalel' Potenciales de las Actividades de RVep). 
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• All Coffee and horticultural small-scalc producers supported under the Rural 
Value Chains program will be trained and will implement good agricultural 
practices to comply with international market standards and will comply with 
international certifications such as GlobalGAP or similar standards. 

• RVep will develop standards for water discharge from wet coffee processing, and 
appropriate technology and design guidelines (such as biogas digesters and 
oxygenation ponds) will be developed to effectively treat discharge water. 

• RVep activities will follow the recommendat ions of USAID/Guatemala's 
Pesticide EvaJualion Report and Safe Use Action Plan (PERSUAP), which was 
approved through LAC-IEE-12-41 dated August 15,20 12. 

• Appropriate environmental guidelines and/or mitigation measures have to be 
developed for activities with negative detcnnination with conditions. The 
Recipient shall follow USAID's "Environmental Guidelines for Development of 
Activities in Latin America and the Caribbean", especially Chapter 2 regarding 
small-scale infrastructure, to identify mitigation measures. This document is 
availab le at the following website: 

o http://transition.usaid.gov/locations/latin america caribbean/environment! 
docs/epig/epig.html 

• Upon identification of site-specific actions, the recipient shall develop an EMP to 
be submitted to the AOR for approval by the Mission Environmental Officer 
(MEO) and Regional Environmental Advisor (REA) prior to implementation (See 
the following links for guidance on EMP development and implementation 

o http://transition.usaid.gov/gt/docslemp fonnat.pdf (Engli sh version) 
o http://transition.usaid.gov/gt/espanol/docslemp fonnat spanish. pdf 

(Spanish version). 

• USAID/Guatemaia will conduct an environmental compliance audit of RVCP 
activities, the SOW of which wi ll be developed in consultation with the MEO and 
REA, and be completed after one year of implementation (o/a February 2013). 
Audit recommendations will be incorporated into subsequent work plans of all 
implcmenters. 

A Positive Determination for all activities involving pesticide purchase or use, including 
pesticide purchase or use for Post-Stan reconstruction training activities. 

A Positive Determination is issued to the Strengthening Governance in the Maya 
Biosphere Reserve 001 Program, pursuant to 22 CFR 2 16.3 (a) (2) (iii), is recommended 
for all land use and recovery activities related to community forestry concessions. As 
such. an Environmental Assessment developed and approved by the LAC Bureau 
Environmental Officer in accordance with 22 CFR 216.6 will be required prior to 
initiation of these forest management activities. 

14 



LAC-IEE-12-71 

A Deferral for all activities involving pesticide purchase or use, including training for 
IR2 act ivities. for all activities associated with construction of new housing developments 
and associated infrastructure. and for the forestry activities contemplated in the western 
highlands. 

b. Environmental Compliance: 

In order to ensure that environmental mitigations out li ned in these ETD's, subsequent 
EA ' s and other environmental mitigation documents have been implemented, the 
following monitoring activities have been undertaken: 

• USAID/G uatemaia hired a deputy MEO and was announced through Staff Notice 
29- 12 dated June 28, 2012. 

• AGEXPORT, ANACAFE, Mercy Corps. and Wildlife Conservation Society (a 
sub-grantee under the Cooperative Agreement with Rainforest Alliance) received 
training on how to prepare EMPs. 

• In the case of tourism activities implemented by Counterpart Internat.ional since 
they consist of technical assistance and training. the MEO determined that there is 
no need to prepare an EMP. 

• ANACAFE. AGEXPORT, Mercy Corps. and Wildlife Conservation Society have 
their EMPs already approved by the RegionaJ Environmental Advisor (REA). 

• From April 23-27, 2012, the REA visited Guatemala and made an environmental 
monitoring visit to the project sites. Following are his conclusions: 

I) Application and use of pestic ides and other agrochemicals by beneficiaries 
in the activity managed by AGEXPORT are in compliance with the 
PERS UAP approved in January 201 O. 

2) Soil conservation and best agricultural practices actions outlined in 
approved EMP' s for AGEXPORT and ANACAFE are being implemented and 
are effect ive. 

3) Both the ANACAFE and AGEXPORT programs are consistent with 
global Good Agricultural Practices (GAP) standards such as crop rotation and 
integrated pest management. 

4) Fanners are being taught to implement soil conservation practices such as 
contour planting and restricting the use of fire. 

5) For coffee activities, ANACAFE assists local cooperatives in obtaining 
and maintaining certifications such a USDA Organic, Fair Trade, and others. 
To obtain and maintain certification, the coffee processing must be 
environmentally friendly, which requires beneficiaries to install and maintain 
water treatment facilities that preclude water heavily laden with organics from 
being discharged directly back into surface water. Residue from the water 
treatment faci li ty is turned into compost and used as ferti li zer. In the 
plantation itself, the use of chemicals and pesticides is also prohibited and thus 
beneficiaries arc required to apply integrated pet management practices such 
as insect traps. 

IS 



LAC-LEE-12-71 

6) ANACAFE and its associated cooperatives are taking proactive measures 
to protect coffee plantations from soil erosion and watershed degradation by 
planting li ve barriers, using contour planting, leaving leaf li tter and other 
organic matter on site and in some cases. digging small water catchments. 
These activities are consistent with the approved PERSUAP and with the 
approve Environmental Mitigation Plan. 

7) Vegetables grown in family garden plots include tomatoes, cabbage, 
radishes, cauliflower, squash, and others . These vegetables are grown 
organically using naturally available fertilizer such as compost and biological 
pest management methods. These act ivities are also consistent with the 
precursor environmental documentat ion. 

• In the case of implementing partner Rainforest Alliance a Program Environmental 
Assessment has been requi red. The final draft of the report is under revision by 
the USAID/MEO. 

• Updated Programmatic Pesticide Evaluat ion Report and Safe Use Act ion Plan 
(PERSUAP) fo r the agriculture activities were prepared in consultation with 
implementing partners. It was approved by the LAC BEO through LAC-lEE-12-
41 dated August 15, 2012. 

• A Negative Detennination with Conditions was issued to the new small-scale 
infrastructure components of the Economic Growth program. Activities related to 
new small-scale infrastructure implementation have not begun. 

• Community Habitat Reconstruction and Risk Reduction Activity: Based on 
the results of the environmental assessment conducted by USA ID in 20 11, on 
May 25, 2012, USAID entered into a two-year agreement with UNDP to 
strengthen loca l capacities for the restoration of sanitary systems (treatment 
plants), reparation and maintenance of potable water systems, full occupation of 
houses and the proper use of productive spaces for the eight USAID-supported 
resettlement sites in San Marcos. 

• In the case of the Strengthening Governance in the Maya Biosphere Reserve DOl 
Program they only foreseen the implementat ion of legal evaluations of the land­
use practices and no field activities related 10 this issue were implemented. Hence 
no environmental assessment was requested due to the nature of the proposed 
activit ies. 

2. lEE Amendment 

This amendment is prepared with the purposes of extending the implementation period 
of SO 2 through September 13, 2014 in order to allow for a smooth trans ition into the 
implementation of projects under the new Country Development Cooperation Strategy 
(CDCS). 
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On-going programs under the existing SO 2 instruments remain valid and unchanged 
during this period which marks a transition to the CDeS 2012-2016 approved in March 
2012 and incorporates appropriate aspects of the Multi-Year Strategy for FtF and the 
Global Climate Cbange Initiative. USAID/GuatemaJa wi ll continue support for the 
creation and growth of micro, small- and medium-size businesses, especially in the 
horticulture. coffee. tourism. handicrafts and forestry sectors, through improved access to 
technical assi stance, training, a component on limited small-scale infrastructure such as 
mini-irrigation systems, cold storage, and small processing and packing facilities to 
complement the technical assistance and training that we are already providing. 

USAJD/Guatemala hereby recommends that the LAC Bureau Environmental Officer 
concurs with an extens ion to the implementation period for the activities through 
September 13. 2014. All threshold decisions and conditions specified in previous 
amendments remain valid. 

Concurrence: 

Date: 

Nancy L. Hoffman 
Acting Mission Director 

~aoc:y . Hoffc:J.lri 
Acting MissiOD. DirccIor 
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AMENDMENT No. 13 to 
INITIAL ENVIRONMENTAL EXAMINATION LAC-IEE-04-46 

Drafted by: 
Cleared by: 

Drafted by. 
Clured by; 

LGil . PPSIDNewcomb. EGO 
MVisocky, EGO 
TRobles, MEa 
PSchmidtke. REA 
JLehrer, PPS 
NHolTman. DD 

l.Gil.PPSlDKl:WQOmb, EGO 
MVisod:y. EOO 
TRebles, MEO 
PSchmidtkc, REA 
JLchn:r, PPS 
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Annex 1: Evaluaci6n Impactos Ambientalcs Potencialcs de las Actividades de RVep 
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Componente 

CAMBtO 
cLiMAnco 

PSratias 
Demostrativas 
(00nad6n de 
MatIWlaIeI, 
InlUlTlO&. Equopo 
y Mano oe obnI) 

RECONVERSION 
DE BENEFICIOS 
HUMEDOS DE 
CAFE 

p~, 

Despulpado de 
cafe y extracd6n 

'" "'" 

Paso 2 
Aprovecllamiento 
del subproduc:to 

De.erlpel6n dellmpaetQ 

Mediante Ia implementaciOn de las ldtvIdades 
para III ~ de sueIoa, los poaibles 
im~""" 

., ,. 
espec;e. que no sean nativat de la regIOn, 

Medidal de Mitiga<;i6n 

Las ~bIn .....:IicIII. de ~ propo,onta. ~ eWar .. lW 
~ """ Ia. IJIguien!,",: 

puede all miImo, proyocar piagat, 2 Bar(l!@'muena" Para pendientes mayores del 60% no lie 

• 

5. !dil4!U. la conSlovcciOn de esta. 
puede genomr peque/\os rnovimoenlol 
tierral 

, Ia conSlruOCiOn de .. 18 

EI Manejo de sub-productO$ s61idos, a pesar 
de se<" un lubproducto organico, II no se 
maneja adecuadamente, puede generar maios 
oIores dUl'llme au desc:omposici6n y en 
exIremo$ CXlfltam,nar lu«lIes de llllua. 

En los benefiaos conveno::KOr\Olles , los m,""n I 
~. 

U~llzaa6n de un alto YOIumen de agua 
Transporte de pulpa uti litando agua 
Ineorporaci6n de sOIidos org4nioos al .. ~ 

I~ ,1anII _ta prAc:tic.a, 

3. ~ trazaf ac:eqw utilizar>do aJMtS a niveI. para all 
evitar Ia eKOmtntia aupefflcial que lie puecIa j)ftMX3r 

4 Ta!lQue de caQlaci¢IJ de &Qua de l\uyia Para no caus.ar 
a~ftI'3CiooeI y ~ movimiento. de berra, Ia profundodad de 
ellOI laroquel no <!eben de ller mayorel de 1 m. Alrededof de 
estal otlIlIl Ie puede sembrar vetiver 0 palo de agua, para 
proteger los bordes de Ia estructUlll 

La reoonversi6rl de benefido. t1umeoos de cale, $8 hllOe 
traves de I. implementac;6n de tec:nok>llia apropiada. 
maroejar adecuadamente 10. prodllCtO. Y .ub-productos de 
proceso agro;ndustrial. 

Implernentad6n \eQJoIogia ~ozada. Ia\e$ 
des.pulpaclore. que no utiliZan agua para efecluar 
proeeso de remoc.6n meeaniea de Ia pulpa 
ImplementaeiOfl de s<stema. mealnicos (coibas rotativa. y 
tomillos I'Ielleoidale.). que permilen la eJdracci6n de la pulpa 
del cale en s.eoo. 
Sistemas de recirculaci6n de aglolal a !raves de 
mecanioos 

EI mane,a de Hte subprodUCIo org4omc:o M haoe a traves de Ia 

EI yoh .. men lteUOllulado de \~:=~a:; I ;m~ .. ~m~~~"'~""";:";de prac:tic:as agrO!'lOmic:as, enft:x::3da. al sulrir l.IIl prooeso de ' a tr ....... de-
generando malo$ oIores y en caso. CompoSllljeS y Iombric:ultura, para Ia produc:d6n de 

abonos OfIIanicos qlolll son inc:orporados al sistema 
C:OOlaminar IUO!!'1I~ de agua_ product,yo (campo)_ 

p.J mismo tiempo par su YOIloimen. puede 
oc:upar \on 'rea que no puede ser utilozada 
pal'll otro tin produdiYo. 
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Prodvoei6n de Iombric:omposl (.bono org3nic:o a base de 
pulpa de cafe), promoviendo Ia utilizaci6n de ~Ie 
p-odueto de alia contenodo nutricoonal, con eI fin de 
reduc:or Ia dependencia y I./tlloucoOn de leftilizantes 
qulmic:os. 



, RECONVERSION 
DE BENEFICIOS 
HUMEDOSDE 
CAFE 

Paso 1 
Utllizad6n de 
agua en s l 
prooow 

, Componente 

11'$0 2: MaI'leJO Y 
diapolllci6n final 
de las aguas 
rea,dualel 
"m.eles· 

ESle prooeso. convenaonalm"'~ .. realiUI ReconYet'Sl6n de benefiQos hUmedos de cate II omplemenlila6n 
utili>:ilndo altos lIQIumenes de &gua. ~ donde de sistemas de mane,o pan! aguas fHlduales. aplic.;mdo 
dicho IJUbprodI>cto (muci~) sa dlsue/ve, t&a1Ologla aprop;ada 
afectando asl la calKlad qulmbl y btoqulmica 
del a"" •. 

• UbliDa6n de akos voIumenes de 
&gua, entre 1.000 a 3,000 htrol de 
agua par cada quintal de cafe 
perganMO seco proces.adc 

• OofI(l"jJtad et1 eI rnanejo y disposoci6n 
final del agua. 

OescnpeKm dallmpacto 

CoovenOolllllmenla las &gu.. mMtln lie 

captaban en 

• Fa... y laguna!! artlfoea.les de 
o~od'e>On, ~temal que perm~en Ia 
o~Id.ei6n final de las agu • • , pe<o, $in 
ni!'lOun tnnamienlo 

• Diehol cliapositivos s.on in ... rlCientes e 
in.rlClltnles po< el "'IIlumen cle .gua 
utiliudo. 

20 

I~ de lecnoIogia espeaalLzada para eI benefiaado 
hm.edo del cafe. 

• Equlpo de bombeo para feorculac>On de agua durante 
los proonos de de$pulpado, Iograrxlo as. una red...:x::.On 
en fa ut,lizad6n del agua. a.lrededor del 90'!1.. 

• Reducci6n del uso de agua dUlOlnte eI proceso, Iogrando 
entfe 100 y 300 litros de &gua pol' cada quintal de cafe 
pergamil'lo MIQ) (prod...eto r.".) 

Implemen~ de tec;nOIogia eapeci.lll%ad.l para el marl8JC de 
agu •• residualea "mieles", a Ir ...... de 

• Pre·tr.Ulmlenlo fisico _ im~lemenUlci6n del sogulenle 
lKIu i!)O Cribas rotatlVal . canales cle tamlZaclo. 
H~araclorel cle s6lidol. p;la. <Ie aedimentaci6n y filtro. 
Con el fin cle Sllpar" 101 s.6Iidol cle mayor I.mafio 
(pulps, II'lIZBI cle mucilago y Iodca) 

• TraUlmoemo quimlCO/\>lOI6glClO - .pI~ lie hll1t6Judo 
cle calcio y agemes bioI6gicos. Con el tin lie establl;zar el 
~H y ~ro~lCIar el clesarroDo cIe .gentes blOl6gK;O$ q..­
aceieren IB reduCClOn cle Ie matlln. OflIjnlC<l y m/ljoren 
la calidacl clel agua 

• '-lanejo cle I0<I01 organlCO$ - recolecci6n . cleshldrataei6n 
y com!)Oltaje Con el fin de que pued.n ser in~ot 
al proc:eso de compos,"",., 0 producci6n ~ 
Iombncomposl. 

• DlapollCl6n final cIe las &g .... II'lItaclas - Lagunas cle 
oxidaco6n final y sistema. cIe .ceq ..... s Coo eI lin de 
CB~Ulr lB. agllBS tratadas que para establecer SIStemas 
cle rellUloO 
























